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Why Change Standards?

What students are
expected to know to
graduate high school,

as defined by state
standards, required

curriculum, and
assessments

The knowledge and
skills demanded by

colleges and
employers for

successful first-year
students and new

employees

In many states, including Illinois, students can earn a high school diploma
without the skills necessary for success in college and careers.

Why Change Standards?

81% of today’s jobs
require college

or career training

1/3 of college
freshmen need
remedial courses
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Where Did Common Core Come From?

• State-based initiative

– National Governors Association

– Council of Chief State School Officers

• Standards, not curriculum

• Developed by teachers, standards experts, and
researchers in relevant fields

Principles of the Common Core

Fewer – Higher – Clearer

• Aligned to requirements for college and career
readiness

• Based on evidence

• Honest about time

Who is Adopting CCSS?
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Key Advances of the Common Core

• Standards identical for all participating states

– English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics will
be the same whether you are in Illinois, Michigan,
New York, or California

– Can identify successful instruction methods from
across the country

– Textbooks and materials better aligned to
standards

– Education colleges can focus instruction

Key Advances of the Common Core

• Standards built on strengths and lessons from
current state standards

• No state will lower its standards for Common
Core

• ELA and Math standards developed first
because they teach skills students build upon
for other subjects

• Standards in place for 2014-2015

Changes with Common Core

ELA/Literacy

• Building knowledge through content-rich
nonfiction
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Changes with Common Core

ELA/Literacy

• Reading, writing, and speaking grounded in
evidence from text, both literary and
informational

Changes with Common Core

ELA/Literacy

• Regular practice with complex text and its
academic language

Changes with Common Core

Mathematics

• Focus strongly where the standards focus
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Changes with Common Core

Mathematics

• Coherence: Think across grades, and link to
major topics

Changes with Common Core

Mathematics

• Rigor: In major topics, pursue conceptual
understanding, procedural skill and fluency,
and application

The Opportunity

High-quality, focused, widely-adopted standards

lead to

innovation, not standardization.
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Assessment

• Illinois is a governing state in Partnership for
Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers
(PARCC)
– PARCC includes 22 states and DC

– Other assessments being developed by Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (25 states)

• Will provide data during the school year to aid
instruction, interventions, and professional
development

• Will make better use of technology

What Does Assessment Look Like?

Third Grade English/Language Arts

What Does Assessment Look Like?

Seventh Grade English/Language Arts
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What Does Assessment Look Like?

Third Grade Mathematics

What Does Assessment Look Like?

Third Grade Mathematics

What Does Assessment Look Like?

Fifth Grade Mathematics
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What Does Assessment Look Like?

High School Mathematics

Data Collection

• Generally the same data collected under existing
standards

• InBloom is part of Illinois Shared Learning
Environment (ISLE), but use is not mandated

• InBloom database has many fields, but districts
decide what information to submit

• Districts decide third-party use of data, not
Illinois or InBloom

• InBloom doesn’t guarantee data safety, but uses
best industry practices

What Lies Ahead?

• Next Generation Science Standards

– Created by 26 states including Illinois

– Illinois adopted NGSS in January 2014

– Every standard has three prongs: core ideas,
scientific and engineering practices, and cross-
cutting concepts

• Draft framework for Social Studies Common
Core Standards released November 2013
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How Will Common Core Help Parents?

• Parents will know what is expected of their
child at each grade level

• Standards give parents specific information
to talk with their child’s teacher about during
the school year

• Standards assure parents that their child has
access to the same high-quality education as
other students in Illinois and across the
country

Questions to Ask at School

• Have teachers started using the Common
Core State Standards?

• When will the change to the Common Core
State Standards take place in my child’s
school?

• What are some changes to look for once
teachers start using the Common Core State
Standards?

• What are some ways I can support my child
at home?

Parents’ Guides to Student Success

• Created by National PTA and endorsed
and supported by Illinois PTA and the
Illinois State Board of Education

• One guide for each grade level in
Kindergarten through 8th Grade, plus one
each for High School ELA and Math

• Available in both English and Spanish
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Provides an overview of what your child will learn
in ELA and Math by the end of the year

Includes topics of discussion for talking with your
child’s teacher about their academic progress
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Contains activities to help your child learn at home

Parents’ Guide to New Assessments

Connecting Home Activities to
Learning

ELA/Literacy

• Read, read, read
– Both fiction and nonfiction

– Ask questions about what they have read

• Ask for evidence in every day discussions or
disagreements

• Discuss your family stories and history

• Have your child research and plan a family
outing
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Connecting Home Activities to
Learning

Mathematics

• Know what the priority skills are for your
child’s grade level

• Practice appropriate skills in real life

• Look for real-world “word problems”
– Balancing checkbook

– Calculate a tip

– Pick a stock to follow and calculate percent
increase or decrease each month

Resources

• Parents’ Guides to Student Success
– http://pta.org (For Parents menu)

• Common Core State Standards
– http://www.corestandards.org/
– http://www.isbe.state.il.us/common_core/default.htm
– http://commoncoreil.org/

• PARCC
– http://www.parcconline.org/

• Common Core in Action
– http://teachingchannel.org

• Supporting Your Child at Home
– http://learnzillion.com


